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19th June 2020 

Dear parents and carers, 

HOME LEARNING DURING CLOSURE PERIOD: Pack 6 

Having recently reopened for children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, we now have children who continue to 

complete all of their learning at home and we also have children who are learning both in school and at home. 

The content of this learning pack will, therefore, be covered by the bubble leaders when, and if, your child is in 

school then this work can be continued when your child is learning at home.  

The information in this pack is from your child’s year group teachers outlining work that your child could complete 

over the next two weeks: Monday 22nd June – Friday 3rd July 2020. This pack includes activities linked to RSE Day, 

which is on 25th June. This annual event educates children about healthy relationships at an age appropriate 

level. RSE Day encourages schools and the wider community to get involved so we encourage all of our pupils to 

join in too. 

We did not want the children to miss Sports Day, since for many this is an annual favourite, so we will hold our 

Sports Day on Friday 3rd July. Teachers will be posting videos on Twitter throughout the day, challenging you and 

your child to complete fun sports activities at home. These short films will then be available on the website at the 

end of the day if you prefer to complete them all in one go, on an alternative day. For the children in school, we 

will see whether guidance has changed by then, however, at the current time, we will not be able to organise for 

children to do the activities in school because children cannot share PE equipment. We hope you have fun 

competing against each other at home. 

Our next pack will be the last before the summer holiday. This will have a focus on Arts and Culture, with each 

year group learning about a specific language and the countries that speak it. The activities will cover all areas of 

the curriculum and should prove to be a great way to finish our school year. 

We hope that your child continues to enjoy their learning, whether in school or at home. Please stay connected 

with the school, and your child’s teacher, by sharing some of your child’s home learning via the year group email 

and following Branfil on Twitter (@BranfilPrimary).  

Thank you as always for your support and understanding during this time. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 
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Our current topic is Under the Sea:  
 

 Read Rainbow Fish : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9mryuEKkKc  
 

 Act out the story of Rainbow Fish, you could act as the Rainbow Fish, or make your own props: 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-1304-the-rainbow-fish-stick-puppets  
 

 Can you write a book review of the story? Can you tell people what is your favourite part of the story? 
Why should they read the story? A book review template is at the end of the pack. 
 

 Can you design your own fish? Can you label your fish and write a sentence about it?  
 

 At the end of the pack there is a scale template. You are your family can have a scale each and you can 
decorate it and write something about yourself, for example I like superheroes. Then when they are all 
finished you can put them together and make a family fish.  
 

 In the story Rainbow Fish is a good friend and he shares his scales with his friends. Can you talk with 
your family about what a good friend is?  
 

 Do you have a favourite sea creature? Can you research about your favourite sea creature? For 
example, what do they eat? Where do they live in the sea? Do they like it hot or cold?  
 

 Can you create an information poster about your sea creature?  
 

 Read some books about different sea creature adventures: 
Bright Stanley: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gPQn8u8IGk  
Commotion in the Ocean: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pRhgZ8Jffs  
Sharing a shell: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l42fh58uGoY  
 

 Have a look at the good and bad characters in the under-sea stories. What makes a good character 
good? What makes a bad character bad?  

 

 Have a go at planning a story set under the sea: 
Who is your good character? 
Who is your bad character? 
Where is the story going to be? 
What is the problem going to be? For example, your character gets lost, or caught on a hook! 
What is the solution to the problem?  
 

 After planning your story, have a go at writing your story. At the end of the pack is a story template 
that can help you write your story.  

 

 Keeping active: 
At school we love to keep our bodies and minds healthy by using a variety of online resources, here are 
two of our favourites: 
Cosmic Kids Yoga on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga 
GoNoodle-this website has a range of resources from Zumba to mindfulness activities: 
www.gonoodle.com 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9mryuEKkKc
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-1304-the-rainbow-fish-stick-puppets
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gPQn8u8IGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pRhgZ8Jffs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l42fh58uGoY
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
http://www.gonoodle.com/
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 Even though the Tokyo Olympics are not happening this year, we can all still get involved with sports 
and exercise to help us keep fit and active. We have signed up to participate in Team GB's Get Set 
Tokyo events where we could be in with the chance of winning some great sports resources for the 
school.  

               To take part is very easy: 

1. Visit https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo/log-activity 
2. Type in the school's post code: RM14 2LW 
3. Choose Branfil Primary school 
4. Select your year group 
5. Log the activity you have done  

You can log your exercise as often as needed and the more we log, the more chance we have of winning 

some fabulous prizes.  

On the website, you will also find lots of great activities you can try with your families at home. 

(https://www.getset.co.uk/resources) 

 

 Art (for this half term): 
Research the artist Claude Monet, looking at his water lily paintings. Can you find out 5 interesting facts 

about this artist? See if you can write these facts down or share them with another family member. 

Can you create your own piece of art using Claude Monet style? 

Here is another useful website with some of the artists and additional ideas too. 

https://orangeeaselart.com/orange-easel-blog/top-10-famous-artists-to-teach-preschoolers 

 

 Music: 
Log on to the Charanga website (the Music scheme we follow at Branfil). A new unit Encore has been 
added for you to use, this is a roundup of all the songs the children have learnt throughout the year: 
1. Go to http://www.charanga.com 
2. Click on the Pupil and Teacher Login box on the left-hand side of the screen 
3. In the Charanga YUMU box in the middle, enter the username and password for Reception: 

               Username -BranfilR 
        Password -yearr  (please note the double r) 
        4. Click the Launch button and follow the steps on the right-hand side to work through the activities. 

 

 PSHE 
 
Some questions to discuss:  

Would you rather have a magic carpet that flies or your own personal robot? 

Would you rather be the worst player on a team that always wins or the best player on a team that 
always loses? 

Would you rather have one eye in the middle of your head or two noses? 

Would you rather play in the snow in the mountains or in the sand at the beach? 

https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo/log-activity
https://www.getset.co.uk/resources
https://orangeeaselart.com/orange-easel-blog/top-10-famous-artists-to-teach-preschoolers
http://www.charanga.com/
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Would you rather meet a superhero or a cartoon character? 

On Thursday 25th June, it is RSE day. This year the theme is ‘Books I love about love’. Here are some activity 

ideas to recognise this day and theme: 

 Read a book with your child about love and healthy relationships. Investigate what digital books are 
available to borrow virtually from your local library. 

 Create a heart using collage. Find words, colours, shapes and textures from scrap material and 

packaging, and glue or arrange the materials into a heart shape. Display in your workbook, window, on 

your pavement or balcony. 

Maths and Phonics: 
 
Maths: Weight and Capacity and volume  
 

 Provide children with buckets with a strong elastic band looped through the handle for them to hold. 
Encourage children to place objects into their bucket and see how far the elastic band stretches (it will 
stretch further when the object is heavier). Ask: Which of these objects do you think is the heaviest? 
What will happen when you place it into the bucket? Is your object heavier or lighter than your family’s  
object? How do you know? How can you check? The same effect can be seen with a simple spring 
balance. 

 

 For weighing, you will need some balance scales. Some instructions about how to make your own 
balance scales are at the back of the pack.  
 

 Have a balance scale and objects of different weights to place on them. Encourage children to explore 
what happens when they put different items on one side of the balance scales. Ask children to add 
more than one item or an obviously heavier item so that they can see the pan getting lower and lower, 
the heavier it becomes, with the empty pan getting higher and higher. Ask: How do the balance scales 
move when you put something on one side? What happens when you put something even heavier on 
that side? What happens when you add more things to the pan?  
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 Ask your child to discuss the picture. Which one do they think is heavier? Why do they think it is 
heavier? How can you check? Encourage your child to stand like Aidan in the picture, holding their arms 
out to the sides. Place objects similar to those in the picture in each hand. Prompt discussion around 
which is heavier and which is lighter. Ask: Do the toys feel the same? How do they feel different? How 
would your arms move if you were a seesaw? Which side would go down? Repeat with other objects. 
Then you can introduce a third object and ask your child to but them in order from the lightest to 
heaviest. Model stem sentences to compare the toys and to say which is heaviest and lightest overall: 
The ___ is heavier than the ___. The ___ is lighter than the ___. The ___ is the heaviest. The ___ is the 
lightest. 
 

 After looking at the different objects and thinking about which one is the heaviest and the lightest, use 
the balance scale to see if they are correct. Remembering that the heavy objects go down on the 
balance scales.  
 

 
 

 Discuss the pictures with your child and ask what they think of their answer. With question 2 ask your 
child to describe the items. How can you work out the answer? After, explore the weight of different 
fruits. Can they put them in order from lightest to heaviest?  
 

 Show your child an apple and a balloon and ask which one they think is heavier. This is to challenge the 
misconception that all bigger objects are heavier and that smaller items are lighter. Have a go at doing 
this with different items, for example parcels.  
 

 How many cubes? (1) Provide balance scales, multilink cubes and a selection of objects for your child to 
weigh, using multilink cubes as a non-standard measure or anything you have in your house, e.g. lego 
blocks. Children find how many cubes it takes to balance each object. Encourage them to say the stem 
sentence: A ___ weighs about the same as ___ cubes. Your child then make a tower of the cubes and 
put it alongside the item weighed. When they have weighed another item, they compare the two 
items, using the towers of cubes to show which item is heavier. After weighing a third item, your child 
could put the items in order, lightest to heaviest, using the towers of cubes to help them. Ask: How 
many cubes will be needed to balance a banana? How many cubes weigh about the same as the toy 
car? How does this help you to see which item is heavier? Help your child to discover that heavier items 
will need more cubes to balance the scales. 
 

 To introduce capacity you can make fairy cakes. A recipe is at the end of the pack. The children need to 
follow the instructions. Ask your child these questions when baking:  
 

How do you know a cup is full? 
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How many full cups do you need? 
Does it matter if you do not fill the cups? 
Why do you fill the cake cases nearly full, not completely full, when baking?  
 

 Using water or sand, use buckets and containers to discuss what is full and not full.  

 

 After understanding full and not full. Start discussing what words can you use to describe the cups that 
are not full? Can you describe them as nearly full, nearly empty, empty? Ask your to order 3–5 
containers from full to empty. 
 

 Put a small amount of water in a clear cup. Colouring the water with food colouring will make it easier 
for your child to see. Ask your child to put more water in their own cup. Ask: How can you check you 
have more? Line up two of the cups and ask: Which cup has more water? Repeat with three cups. 
Which cup has the most water? Repeat the activity, half filling your cup and challenging your child to 
put less water in their own cup.  
 

 Provide your child with a range of cups. Fill one cup with water and ask your child to choose another 
cup and put less water in it. Ask: If the cup is a different type of cup, how can you check that there is 
less water? Make sure there are at least two identical cups so that your child can use identical 
containers as non-standard measures to check. 
 

 Show your child two different but similarly proportioned containers and fill one until it is full. Ask: Do 
you think the other container will hold more, less or the same? Pour the liquid into the other container 
and discuss what it means if it overflows, is full or is not full. Ask: Which container holds more? When 
your child becomes more confident predicting this, use containers that have very different proportions. 
 

 Fill it up- Provide your child with sand or water, various large containers and some smaller containers 
or utensils to use as non-standard measures, such as a large cup, a small cup, a ladle and a spoon. 
Challenge them to estimate how many of the large cups it would take to fill a container. Ask: Do you 
think it would take more or fewer small cups to fill the container? Encourage your child to choose the 
most appropriate utensil for the container. Some children may be keen to record how many cups it 
takes to fill each container. Discuss what this tells them. Ask: How can you compare how much these 
containers hold using this way of filling them up? If one container takes 6 cups to fill it and another 
container takes 5 cups to fill it, which container holds more? Can you compare the containers if you 
used different-sized cups to fill them? 

 Read Write Inc Live Phonics sessions on Youtube 
Read Write Inc Phonics, the Phonics scheme that we follow at Branfil, are offering daily Phonics 
sessions live on YouTube. Each session is just over 10 minutes long and will help your child to practise 
reading and writing the sounds they have been learning. Please follow this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDe74j1F52zQ24vACH9z4zO53N_JCYlSl 
Set 1 sounds (single letter sounds + sh, th, ch, nk and ng) are taught daily at 9:30 am 

Set 2 sounds (digraphs and trigraphs) are taught daily at 10:00 am 

Further information about these sessions, including the schedule of sounds to be covered, can be found 

at: https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/ 

 Make some playdough together (see recipe attached). Use your playdough to go to a Dough Disco 
(search for ‘Dough Disco’ on YouTube). 

 

 Use the Cbeebies website to practise phonics and maths with Alphablocks and Numberblocks: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDe74j1F52zQ24vACH9z4zO53N_JCYlSl
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks 
 

 Practise feeding your ‘Fred the Frog’ your new phonic sounds and words. Practise using ‘Fred fingers 
for spelling’ to write these words down (an example of how to do this can be found here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GjC6q7kX68) 

 

 Everyday can you write one independent sentence. The sentence could be about your day or you could 
pick two pictures which are at the end of this pack and write a sentence. For example, The cat is on the 
bed. Remember to use your phonics to write the sentence.  

 

 Read at least once a day-this can be any book that you enjoy reading together. Encourage children to 
use their phonic skills where appropriate and discuss what is happening in the book.  

 

 Practise name writing-first name and surname. 
 

 Practise number bonds to 10: 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Make an egg box into a tens frames to practise number bonds:  
 

 
 

 Practise adding numbers to 10 together, using objects and/or using the counting on method. 

 Practise doubling and halving numbers to 10.  

 Practise recognising one more and one less than numbers to 20. 

 Practise writing numbers.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GjC6q7kX68
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 Balance Scales  

Materials Needed  

 A plastic hanger or a wooden hanger with notches. You'll want a hanger that won't allow the strings 
holding the objects to be weighed to slide off. 

 String or yarn 
 A single-hole punch 
 Two identical paper cups (Try to avoid wax bottom cups, as they add uneven weight.) 
 A pair of scissors 
 Measuring tape 
 Masking or packing tape 

 How to Make the Scale  

1. Measure two pieces of string two feet long and cut. 
2. Make holes to attach the string to the cups. Make a mark one inch below the rim on the outside of 

each cup.  
3. Have your child use the single-hole punch to make holes in each cup. Punch a hole on either side of 

the cup, along the 1-inch mark.  
4. Attach the hanger to the wall, using a cup hook, doorknob or a level bar for hanging clothes or 

towels. 
5. Tie the string to each side of the cup and let it sit in the notch of the hanger. The string should 

support the cup like the handle of a bucket. 
6. Repeat this process with the second cup. 
7. Ask your child to steady the hanger to make sure the cups are hanging at the same level. If they are 

not; adjust the string until they are even. 
8. When they look even: use a piece of tape to secure the string in the hanger’s notches. 

 
Websites: 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?AgeGroup=1 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ (Ebooks and related activities) 

Username: ElmClass2020     FirClassBPS      AshClassBPS 
Password: Branfil                   Branfil                 Branfil 

www.sumdog.com (Maths games) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thespruce.com/how-to-read-a-tape-measure-1822750
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?AgeGroup=1
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.sumdog.com/
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Playdough Recipe: 

Ingredients: 

6 cups of flour  

6 tablespoons of oil (this can be any oil) 

1 and a half cups of salt 

6 tablespoons of cream of tartare 

4 and a half cups of just boiled water 

Food colouring of your choice  

Method: 

1. Put the dry ingredients into a large bowl. 

2. Add the food colouring to the water.  

3. Gradually add the water and oil. 

4. Mix together with a spoon first.  

5. Knead the dough together until you have a dough consistency. 

If your mixture is sticky you can add more flour. 
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Set 2 sounds:  

ay: may I play? (day, play, may, way, say, spray)  

ee: what can you see? (see, three, been, green, seen, sleep)  

igh: fly high (high, night, light, fright, bright, might)  

ow: blow the snow (blow, snow, low, show, know, slow)  

oo: poo at the zoo (too, zoo, food, pool, moon, spoon)  

oo: look at a book (took, look, book, shook, cook, foot)  

ar: start the car (car, star, part, start, hard, sharp)  

or: shut that door (sort, short, horse, sport, fork, snort)  

air: that’s not fair ( fair, stair, hair, air, chair, lair)  

ir: twirl and whirl (girl, bird, third, whirl, twirl, dirt)  

ou: shout it out (out, shout, loud, mouth, round, found)  

oy: toy for a boy (toy, boy, enjoy) 
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Please practise reading the following words from sight. Children can also practise 

spelling and writing the words in the first two columns:  
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Cupcake recipe  

Ingredients 
 125g (1 Cup) butter or margarine 
 125g (1 Cup) caster sugar 
 125g (1 Cup) plain (all purpose) flour, sifted 
 2 large eggs 
 2  teaspoons  baking powder 

 

How to Make Cupcakes 
1. Preheat the oven to 180°C (Electric oven | Electric fan oven 160°C | 

Gas Mark 4) 
2. Beat the butter and sugar until very light and fluffy. Use an electric 

whisk or wooden spoon 
3. Add the eggs one at a time, beating each one in well before adding 

the next. Carefully fold in the flour and baking powder. 
4. Divide the ingredients equally between 12 cupcake case and bake in 

the oven for 10 – 20 minutes. After 10 minutes, check to see if the 
cupcakes are ready by inserting a cocktail stick into one of the 
cupcakes. If it comes out dry then the cupcakes are done. If not, 
then back in the oven for a few minutes more. Don’t overcook the 
cupcakes otherwise they will dry out. When cooked through remove 
from oven and leave to cool on a wire rack. 

5. After decorate them how you want to.  
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